
129

APRIL17 April
1 Benjamin Franklin was an American dip-

lomat, but also a scientist, becoming the
inventor of the lightning conductor. Af-
ter the War of Independence between
Britain and the American colonies,
Franklin was one of those who wrote the
Constitution for the newly independent
United States of America. He died on this
day in 1790.

2 One day, Benjamin Franklin gave some-
one a list of practical suggestions about
getting along with others. This is what
he wrote:

3 “The best thing to give your enemy
is forgiveness;
- to an opponent, tolerance;
- to a friend, your ear;

4 - to your child, good example;
- to your father, reverence;
- to your mother, conduct that will make

her proud of you;
- to yourself, respect;
- to all people, love.”

5 Let us pray:

Lord, give me patience and tolerance
with everyone.

Lord, show me
how to be kind and generous
to everyone.

Lord, help me
to live positively and cheerfully
for everyone.

Amen.
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This is an excerpt from the page of this date in
‘Praying Each Day of the Year’,
a 3-volume book 
by Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC. 

For details: 
http://www.matthew-james.co.uk/
 

 

Could make use of a search engine 
to research this topic further.
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