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1 King John had succeeded to the English
throne on the death of his brother, King
Richard the Lionheart. John was not a
good king, and he abused his powerful
position.

2 A group of barons produced a charter (a
document), listing what their rights should
be, laying down that the king was not to
abuse his power and authority in future.

3 The “Magna Carta”, as it was called, was
signed on this day in 1215. Although
King John was reluctant to sign it, the
Magna Carta was confirmed by later
kings and parliaments. One of its main
points is that rulers themselves must live
within the law - they are not above it.

4 One of the phrases in the Magna Carta,
the ‘Great Charter’, reads:

“To no-one
will we sell or deny or delay
right or justice.”

People were only to be condemned on
clear evidence and through a proper trial
- things we now take for granted.

5 The Magna Carta also stated that taxes
were not to be raised without the con-
sent of those who represent the people,
and the Church was to be free from gov-
ernment control.

6 Let us think and pray:

Let us pray for individuals who suffer un-
der those who abuse power and people.
Let us pray for the defenceless who are
treated unfairly and who do not receive
justice.

Lord, in your mercy - hear our prayer.

7 Let us pray for all rulers, that they appre-
ciate that they are called to serve for the
benefit of others.

Lord, in your mercy - hear our prayer.

8 Let us pray for our own members of par-
liament and the government elected by
the nation. We pray that they may be
people of integrity who govern justly and
responsibly.

Lord, in your mercy - hear our prayer.

9 Let us pray for ourselves, that we may
clearly distinguish good from evil, grow-
ing in integrity of character, developing
a true sense of values.

Lord, in your mercy - hear our prayer.
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Could make use of a search engine 
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