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I When he was aged 14, William

Wilberforce wrote a letter to a newspa-
per to say how evil it was to trade in
slaves.

He became Member of Parliament for
Hull in 1780, and he was determined to
fight against slavery. Many people op-
posed him - especially those who made
a profit from the slave trade, such as
those involved in importing sugar from
the West Indies. Eventually, in 1807, he
convinced the British Parliament to ban
the slave trade. Just before he died, a law
was passed to free slaves throughout the
British Empire.

William Wilberforce died on this day in
1833 and was given a public funeral and
buried in Westminster Abbey.

4 Letus pray:

Lord Jesus,
the Bible reminds us
of the dignity and equality
of all people,
and you call us to love our neighbours
as we love ourselves.
At the beginning of your ministry
you read out loud
in the synagogue of Nazareth
from the prophet, Isaiah,
saying:
“I have been sent to give liberty
to the captives.”
Today we will meet people
who are held captive in different ways
by being treated unfairly,
or abused, taken for granted,
overworked, looked down upon.
Be with us, Lord,
that we may help
to bring freedom today
by giving respect and support
and encouragement. Amen.
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In 1781 a slave ship set sail from the west Af-
rican coast, on the way to Jamaica. It had been
packed with 440 slaves, chained together. On
the journey a disease broke out and 60 of the
slaves died. Their bodies were thrown into the
sea. Others were ill, and the captain decided to
throw the remaining slaves overboard whilst
still alive, and then claim from the insurance
company, alleging that the ship had run out of
freshwater. Once in the water, one of the slaves
managed to catch hold of a rope and struggled
back on to the ship, where he hid.

When the ship reached England the slave told
his account of the murders. The insurance com-
pany would not pay the money that the slaves
were “worth”, and the matter went to court.
The judge decreed that the slaves were the prop-
erty of the owners, saying “It is only like throw-
ing horses overboard.”

This terrible incident and the underlying preju-
dice and disregard for human beings helped
many to really see just how evil slavery was. A
politician who was determined to defeat slav-
ery was the M.P. for Hull, William Wilberforce.

Regarding slavery, see also 9 April and 24 July.

Steven Spielberg’s moving film Amistad’ (1998)
concerned slavery.

Denmark had been the first European country
to ban the slave trade - in 1792. Britain fol-
lowed in 1807.

Could also think of and pray for named hos-
tages throughout the world, perhaps lighting a
candle for them, Look up in the index the name
of ‘Terry Waite’, the former hostage.

Amazing grace; Christ is our king; God’s

Spirit is in my heart (He sent me to give),
Moses I know you’re the man
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This is an excerpt from the page of this date in
‘Praying Each Day of the Year,

a 3-volume book
by Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC.

For details:
http://www.matthew-james.co.uk/

Could make use of a search engine
to research this topic further.
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