20 APRIL 20 April
1 Tomorrow, 21st April, is one of the days when
the British National Anthem is played the
most. Some radio stations, for example, will
play it early in the day. 21st April is the birthday of Queen Elizabeth II.
2 The tune of what we now know as “God
save our Gracious Queen” (or King) is
based on a piece written in 1619 by an
English composer.
3 Britain had governed what is now the
United States of America until the Declaration of Independence in 1776. The
tune of the old British anthem was kept,
but was used with new words - either
“God save George Washington” or “God
save the Thirteen States” (being the
number of States in the USA at the time
of Independence). The United States’
present anthem (“The Star-Spangled
Banner”) officially became their national
anthem only in 1931 - both tunes were
in use until then.
4 The tune of “God save our Gracious
Queen” has also been used in the past
as the national anthems of Denmark,
Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, and in
parts of what is now Germany. The small
country of Liechtenstein is the only country still to use for its national anthem the
same tune as the British national anthem.
5 Let’s pray the shortest psalm in the Bible. It invites people - not of any single
country but the people of all nations - to
give praise to God:
6 Let us pray:
Praise the Lord, all you nations.
Speak to him, all people of the earth,
because his love is great
and he is always faithful.
(Psalm 117)
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