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1 One of the world’s greatest musicians,
Ludwig van Beethoven, began to lose his
hearing when he was only 26. This was
particularly tragic for someone so gifted
in using sound as music. When he real-
ised he could not be cured of his deaf-
ness, he wrote the following prayer. As
we hear his words, we can pray for those
who are going through difficulties at this
time:

2 O God, give me strength
to be victorious over myself.

O guide my spirit
and raise me up
from these dark depths,
so that
I may fearlessly struggle upward
in fiery flight.

For it is you alone, Lord,
who understand me
and can inspire me. Amen.

3 Part of Beethoven’s 9th Symphony
(which is called “The Choral”) has be-
come the Anthem of today’s E.U. - the
European Union. When this symphony
was first performed in Vienna on this day
in 1824, Beethoven was completely deaf.
During the performance he faced the or-
chestra and, before each of the four parts
(or “movements”) of the music, he beat
the speed (or “tempo”) to let the con-
ductor know how fast the music should
be played. In his last years, his only ex-
perience of his own music was not
through hearing, but through watching
the musicians, imagining what they were
playing.

4 At the end of this symphony, the audi-
ence stood and applauded enthusiasti-
cally, but Beethoven could not hear them;
someone turned him round to face the
audience so that he could see their ap-
preciation of his music.

5 Beethoven’s last words before dying are
said to have been: “I will hear in heaven.”
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