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1 The Nazis came to power in Germany in
January 1933. From then on, concentra-
tion camps were established, and peo-
ple were put there without trial - Jews,
gypsies, disabled people, homosexuals,
some prisoners of war, political and reli-
gious opponents.

2 On this day - 22nd March - 1933, the
Nazis opened a concentration camp
called Dachau, near Munich in Germany.
By the end of the Second World War,
millions had been killed in all the Nazi
camps.

3 Despite all the suffering (suffering that
we can’t even begin to imagine) a prayer
was discovered on a piece of wrapping
paper beside the body of a dead child in
another concentration camp - built at a
place called Ravensbruck, where 92,000
women and children were murdered. We
don’t know who wrote this prayer, but
we make it our own today:

4 O Lord, remember not only
the men and women of good will,
but also those of ill will.

But do not remember
all the suffering
they have inflicted on us.

Remember instead
the good things that have come to us
thanks to this suffering -
our comradeship, our loyalty,
our humility, our courage,
our generosity,
and the greatness of heart
which have all grown out of this.

And when they come to judgement,
let all the good things
that have come out of this
be their forgiveness.

Amen.
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This is an excerpt from the page of this date in
‘Praying Each Day of the Year’,
a 3-volume book 
by Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC. 

For details: 
http://www.matthew-james.co.uk/
 

 

Could make use of a search engine 
to research this topic further.

 

This material is part of
the prayer and education website
of the De La Salle Brothers
in Great Britain:
www.prayingeachday.org


